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Brad D. Smith officially installed as president
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022
In an outdoor ceremony on the Huntington campus
Friday morning, complete with the pomp and
circumstance of academic tradition, Marshall
graduate and former Silicon Valley CEO Brad D.
Smith was officially installed as Marshall
University’s 38th president.
The investiture is a formal installation of a university
president and is customarily held during a new
president’s first year in office.
Smith, who assumed the presidency nine months ago,
is a native of Kenova, West Virginia, a 1986 graduate
of Marshall and a successful former CEO and president of Intuit.
“They say that gratitude is when a memory is stored in the heart and not in the mind,” Smith
said. “I can assure you that I will carry this memory in my heart forever.”
Smith’s mother, Judie Smith of Kenova; his wife, Alys; and daughters, Payton Smith and Devon
Smith Heyn and her husband; one of Smith’s brothers; and extended family accompanied the
president to the ceremony.
Attended by hundreds of guests, who represented state colleges and universities; Marshall’s
Board of Governors; faculty, staff, students, legislators; alumni and friends, Friday’s ceremony
included greetings from constituencies across the university.
“Brad’s vision and drive for everything Marshall is inspiring,” said Patrick Farrell, chair of
Marshall board of governors. “His energy, humility and work ethic are motivating everyone
around him to greatness.”

Farrell opened the ceremony with a welcome message, which was followed by greetings from
university constituencies and the state of West Virginia.
Dr. Sarah Armstrong Tucker, chancellor of the West Virginia Higher Education Policy
Commission; Student Government Association President Isabella Griffiths and Farrell conducted
the official induction ceremony and presentation of the President’s Medallion.
The president acknowledged his family’s support and included homage to his late father, Larry
Smith, by scheduling today’s event on his birthday. After being officially sworn in, Smith
thanked his family and members of the Marshall community for their support,, saying “each of
you played a major part in helping me get to this moment …. you are the house that built me.”
During his remarks to the audience, Smith focused on the theme of time, saying while the
university’s vision, creed and purpose remain timeless, time stands still for no one, and the
university must adapt to keep pace with 21st century acceleration.
“The implication for Marshall is the need to build on our historical foundation while continuing
to adapt and innovate … as the prosperity platform for the 21st century, we’ll need to strengthen
three pillars of strategic execution: in-demand knowledge, on-demand access and distinctive
achievement.”
Smith went on to describe his vision for the future, which germinated some nine months ago
when he launched a series of campus and community listening sessions to capture ideas,
challenges and possible goals. The information was distilled into actionable pillars including the
most important aspirations of enrollment growth and affordability.
“It will take a collective effort, but we see a way forward,” Smith said. “In fact, we are in the
midst of a strategic planning process to define that path forward as a prosperity platform in the
21st century and the strategic hypothesis that is emerging is Marshall for all, Marshall forever.”
Smith also took the moment to outline a goal that no Marshall student will graduate with student
loan debt in the next decade. Details are being defined, but Smith said the program will be
piloted in the fall of 2023 with a group of 100 students. Findings from the initial launch will
then will adjusted and scaled to assist more students.
Ending with a charge to the university community of “let’s do this,” Smith said, “Let us answer
the call and be the change we seek in the world.”
Friday’s ceremony was held on the Third Avenue Lawn of the historic James E. Morrow Library
built nearly 100 years ago in 1930. A reception was on Buskirk Field complete with music
provided by the Marshall University Jazz Combo.
————-

Photo above: Dr. Sarah Armstrong Tucker (left), chancellor of the West Virginia Higher
Education Policy Commission swears in Brad D. Smith as president of Marshall University. At
right is Patrick Farrell, chair of the board of governors.
Video:
INVESTITURE OF BRAD D. SMITH (Unlisted YouTube Link)
https://youtu.be/yWrtPXme7jQ
Photo Gallery:
https://muphotos.marshall.edu/President-Brad-Smith/91622-President-Brad-D-SmithsInvestiture-/

New COVID-19 booster now available on Huntington
campus
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022
Marshall now has the new COVID-19 bivalent booster available at its vaccine clinic on the
Huntington campus. As expected, the university’s initial supply is limited and will be given on a
first-come, first-served basis.
A second order of vaccine is pending, although a delivery date has not been set.
The university’s vaccine site, located on the first floor of the Memorial Student Center, will be
open Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. unless otherwise noted. It provides testing, initial doses and
new booster doses of vaccine.
Please note that the new booster is also available at many health care facilities and pharmacies in
the area.
For additional information, please visit the university’s COVID-19 website.

Healthy Connections conference Sept. 22 to highlight
evidence-based solutions to substance use and trauma
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022
Healthy Connections, an initiative
of Marshall Health’s addiction
medicine services, and the West
Virginia Adverse Childhood Experiences
(ACES) Coalition are hosting “The Kids
Aren’t Alright: A Call to Action Fall
Conference” from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 22, in the Harless
Auditorium at the Marshall University
Medical Center in Huntington. This free,
one-day conference for parents,
community members and professionals also has a virtual participation option.
“Multiple generations have been negatively impacted by substance use and trauma,” said
Jennifer Mills Price, Psy.D., director of Healthy Connections. “Our annual fall conference offers
workshops to connect community members with evidence-based interventions to support
children and families.”
Conference speakers include Trish Luna, the Nashville-based author of Timbi Talks, a
children’s book about coping with parental substance use; Carol Smith, Ph.D., counseling
professor at Marshall University and vice president of the WV ACES Coalition; and Todd
Davies, Ph.D. associate director of research for the division of addiction sciences at Marshall
University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine.
Registration for in-person or virtual conference participation is available
at https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/the-kids-arent-alright-a-call-to-action-832699. In-person
attendees must wear face masks while inside the Marshall University Medical Center.
Additional information about the conference is available by contacting Price by phone at 304691-6414. Healthy Connections is an initiative of the division of addiction sciences at the
Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine.

Amicus Curiae Lecture Series continues with Lawrence
Norden
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022
Marshall’s Amicus Curiae Lecture
Series on Constitutional Democracy
continues Thursday, Sept. 22, at 7
p.m. in the Brad D. Smith Foundation
Hall, with a lecture by Lawrence
Norden. Norden is the Senior Director
of the Elections and Government
Program at the Brennan Center for
Justice at New York University
School of Law.
Norden’s lecture, titled “How False
Claims About the 2020 Election Changed U.S. Election Law and Could Impact the Future of
American Democracy,” will focus on changes made to U.S. election law and administration in
the last two years and their potential impact on future elections and American democracy. He
will also discuss how U.S. democracy can be strengthened going forward.
Norden’s work with the Brennan Center for Justice focuses on a variety of areas, including the
center’s effort to bring balance to campaign funding and its attempt to break down barriers that
keep Americans from participating in politics. The center also works to ensure that U.S. election
infrastructure is secure and accessible to every voter, and that elections are protected from
disinformation and foreign interference.
“We are so fortunate to host Larry Norden for this very important lecture; no one is more
knowledgeable about this topic,” said Patricia Proctor, director of the Simon Perry Center for
Constitutional Democracy, which sponsors the Amicus Curiae Lecture Series. “He was first
scheduled to lecture about election security and its impact on democracy before the 2020
election; as it turns out, his topic is even more pressing today.”
Norden has testified before Congress and several state legislatures and has been featured on
media outlets across the country, including The New York Times, the Wall Street Journal, Fox
News, CNN, MSNBC and National Public Radio.
In 2009, Norden served as chair of the Ohio Secretary of State’s bipartisan Election Summit and
Conference. Norden helped author a report to the Ohio state government on how to improve that
state’s election laws. The report was endorsed by the Ohio Association of Election Officials and
the Columbus Dispatch.

Norden is the winner of the 2022 Election Verification Network’s John Gideon Memorial
Award for his advocacy for citizen ownership of transparent, participatory democracy. He has
been a member of the U.S. Election Assistance Commission’s Board of Advisors since 2019 and
is a graduate of the University of Chicago and the NYU School of Law.
The lecture also is supported by the West Virginia Humanities Council.

Marshall to present Cello-Piano Duo Recital Sept. 28
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022
The Marshall University School of Music will present a Cello-Piano Duo Recital, celebrating the
music of Cilea and Myaskovsky, at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Sept. 28, in Smith Recital Hall. It is
free and open to the public.
The recital will feature two Marshall music faculty members, Dr. Şölen Dikener on cello and Dr.
Johan Botes on piano.
“Italian composer Cilèa earned praise for his several operas including ‘Adriana Lecouvreur’ and
his cello sonata presents extraordinary melodic writing similar to the lyrical vocal lines found in
his operas,” Dikener said. “The Russian composer Myaskovsky’s music displays dark, dramatic
and passionate tones with lyrical writing.”
The concert is sponsored by the School of Music in the College of Arts and Media. All are
welcome.

School of Medicine to host Homecoming celebration Sept.
30/Oct. 1
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine will welcome alumni and their families back to
Huntington for its 35th annual homecoming and reunion celebration Sept. 30 and Oct. 1.
The School of Medicine Alumni Association will host a student-alumni networking lunch
Friday, Sept. 30, at noon, followed by a series of lectures:
•

•
•

1:15 p.m.: “EMS to the ED and Beyond…Things I Wish I Had Heard Earlier in My
Career” with Danny M. Phillips, M.D., (‘87), former emergency medicine physician and
retired owner and medical director of MedAccess Urgent Care PLLC
2:15 p.m.: “COVID: Past, Present and Future” with Michael E. Kilkenny,
M.D. (’82), CEO and health officer for Cabell-Huntington Health Department
3:15 p.m.: “Remembering Your Why: The Power of the Patient Experience” with Betsy
A. Dovec, M.D., FACS, FASMBS, (‘07), renowned weight loss and bariatric surgeon
and medical director of the Digestive Health and Surgery Institute for AdventHealth in
Orlando, Florida

That evening, the School of Medicine will host a reception at 6 p.m. followed by its annual
reunion banquet at 7 p.m. in the John Marshall Room at the Marshall Memorial Student Center.
The banquet will celebrate the classes of 1982, 1987, 1992, 1997, 2002, 2007, 2012 and 2017
and present the 2022 Distinguished Alumnus Award to Phillips.
Phillips is a native of Fairmont, West Virginia. His path to medical school started as an
emergency medical technician, followed by military service as a flight medic. After graduating
from the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine in 1987 and completing his emergency medicine
residency at Akron General Medical Center, he served as flight surgeon for the West Virginia
and North Carolina Army National Guards and worked as an ER physician in various hospitals
in Ohio, North Carolina and South Carolina from 1990 to 2008 before he and his wife, Sandy,
and another fellow physician started their own urgent care group in the Raleigh-Durham area of
North Carolina. The practice, MedAccess Urgent Care, flourished to include four urgent care
centers, until they sold the business in 2017. In 2022, Phillips served as the assessment team
physician on two North Carolina Baptists mission trips to Poland and the Ukraine.
On Saturday, Oct. 1, at 10 a.m., alumni will have the opportunity to meet Marshall University
President Brad D. Smith during a brunch at the President’s Home. The weekend concludes with
a tailgate party in front of the Marshall Sports Medicine Institute that is open to all School of

Medicine alumni, family and friends prior to the home football game against Gardner-Webb
University.
Educational sessions are open to the public. Registration is encouraged. For more information,
visit jcesom.marshall.edu/homecoming or contact Linda S. Holmes, director of development and
alumni affairs at the School of Medicine, by phone at 304-691-1711 or by e-mail
at holmes@marshall.edu.

Department of Mathematics to host the 4th International
Conference on Statistical Distributions and Applications
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022
Marshall’s Department of
Mathematics will host the 4th
International Conference on
Statistical Distributions and
Applications (ICOSDA 2022)
from Thursday, Oct. 13 to
Saturday, Oct. 15, at
the DoubleTree by Hilton
Hotel in downtown Huntington.
This international conference is
held every three years, providing a
platform for statisticians, data scientists and mathematicians, in both research and applied
domains, an opportunity to share and discuss recent advances in statistical distributions and their
application to real-life situations.
The scope of ICOSDA 2022 includes, but is not limited to, statistical distributions and
applications; statistical modeling; inferences on statistical distributions; analysis of high
dimensional data; generalized linear models; and statistical distributions in the era of global
pandemic.
According to event co-chairs Dr. Alfred Akinsete, chair of Marshall’s Department of
Mathematics, and Associate Professor Dr. Avishek Mallick, the program of events features
keynote and plenary talks, topical and general invited talk sessions, and a student poster session.
The conference presenters will have an opportunity to submit their articles for consideration of
publication in a special issue of the Journal of Statistical Theory and Practice. The submitted
papers will go through the same rigorous peer-review process as regular submissions.
“Hosting of this international conference by Marshall University reflects efforts that the
university is making toward advancement of research that fosters active collaborations and
interdisciplinary research at the regional, national, and international levels,” Akinsete said.
The conference will feature some prominent statisticians from all over the world, including:
•
•
•
•

Professor Emeritus Barry Arnold, University of California, Riverside
Professor Narayanaswamy Balakrishnan, McMaster University, Ontario, Canada
Professor Emeritus Jim Berger, Duke University, North Carolina
Professor Susmita Datta, University of Florida

•
•
•
•

Professor Christian Genest, McGill University, Montreal, Canada
Professor Thomas Mathew, University of Maryland
Professor Hon Keung Tony Ng, Bentley University, Massachusetts
Professor Kimberly Sellers, Georgetown University, Washington, D.C.

The conference is sponsored by the National Security Agency (NSA, USA) and Marshall’s
Department of Mathematics, College of Science, and Office of Academic Affairs. Further
information about the conference is available at http://www.icosda22.org/.

Foundation to receive gift toward Center for Business and
Innovation
SEPTEMBER 21, 2022
The Marshall University Foundation has announced that
Jenkins Fenstermaker PLLC has pledged a gift of
$75,000 in support of the new Brad D. Smith Center for
Business and Innovation at Marshall University.

collaboration.

The facility, which is to be built in the 1400 block of
Fourth Avenue and is scheduled to open in January of
2024, will serve as an economic hub in the region while
bolstering business connections among area
professionals. Marshall students will have access to a
first-class education in a dynamic environment that will
enhance and encourage various types of learning and

“As part of this community for almost 100 years, we are proud to support the Marshall
University Lewis College of Business, the premier training ground for future business leaders
and innovators in our community and beyond,” said Steven Wellman, managing member for
Jenkins Fenstermaker. “Many of our attorneys and staff attended Marshall University, and we
are excited to play a small part in the future growth and success of the Lewis College of
Business. We believe that our partnership with Marshall University will benefit both institutions
for many years to come.”
The facility, expected to be 77,000 gross square feet, will house classroom space, a forum and
auditorium, computer and science labs, office space, meeting rooms and study spaces for
students.

The gift pledged by Jenkins Fenstermaker will support the Leadership Lounge in the new
building. The Leadership Lounge is part of the Truist Center for Leadership. The Truist Center
for Leadership empowers students through training, workshops and networking opportunities
while also developing the next generation of leaders.
“As a business attorney that is passionate about economic development, I have always
recognized the importance of Marshall University and its business school to our region,” said
Stephen Golder, member for Jenkins Fenstermaker. “The new facility for the Lewis College of
Business will be a game-changer for our downtown and for Marshall University. Witnessing
progress spearheaded by the Marshall team is exciting for our team to participate in.”
Jenkins Fenstermaker, with offices in Huntington and Clarksburg, West Virginia, provides
representation in West Virginia, Kentucky and Ohio. The firm celebrates its 100th anniversary in
2023. Clients can find experienced, accomplished attorneys dedicated to quality, detail-oriented
representation in business and commercial law; wills, trusts and estates; litigation; and labor and
employment law.
———
Photo: Dr. Ron Area, CEO of the Marshall University Foundation (left); Stephen Golder,
attorney with Jenkins Fenstermaker; Rosie Brydie, Senior Director of Philanthropy; and Steven
Wellman, attorney with Jenkins Fenstermaker; pose with the ceremonial check representing the
firm’s pledge toward the Brad D. Smith Center for Business and Innovation.

Coronavirus Statistics:
New Cases Since Sept. 7, 2022
Students: 5
Faculty: 1
Staff*: 1
* Includes auxiliary employees (Sodexo, Aetna, Rec Center, etc.)
All testing is being done in partnership with Marshall Health, Cabell Huntington Hospital, Pleasant
Valley Hospital, QLabs Inc. and MedExpress Urgent Care.
The most recent information is always available at www.marshall.edu/coronavirus/dashboard.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Sept. 28, 2022. Please send items
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Sept. 26, 2022.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following
link: www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/September-21-2022.
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